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We wish the very best to everyone and a 
most happy new year! 
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The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of  the 

Utica Sail &Power Squadron, District 6  or the United States Power 

Squadrons. Copyright ©  2000 Utica Sail & Power Squadron ® All rights 

reserved. The Squadron®, United States Power Squadrons®,USPS®, The 

Ensign®, the Trident and the Wheel and Ensign designs and America's Boat-
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Boating Course are additional property of the USPS. 
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UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 

COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr George Peckingham, AP  

 Hi, Folks. Winter came early this 

year. Here in Remsen weôve had snow on the 

ground for a month and if it wasnôt still hunt-

ing season the snowmobiles would be out in 

full force. The good news is that oil and 

gasoline prices are down and hopefully more 

boaters will be able to enjoy their boats next 

season. 

 The nominating committee has met 

and has come up with a slate of fine candi-

dates for the Bridge. The nominees have a 

nice mixture of experience and enthusiasm. 

Thank you to Gerry Fry, Dave Schulz, Rick 

Gassner and Dean Woodard (who missed the 

meeting but contributed anyway). Special 

thanks are due to Jo Zogby who hosted the 

meeting and provided a wonderful breakfast 

of quiche and coffee. We expect to publish 

the list of candidates in the January Bilgewa-

ter. Thank you to all who have graciously 

accepted these nominations and in so doing 

made it possible to continue the important 

missions of the Utica Sail and Power Squad-

ron. 

Although the Squadron membership 

has declined less than the average of the Na-

tional or the District we are still concerned. 

We need to work very hard to find new 

members and to increase the involvement of 

the current membership. We have a national 

organization that is trying very hard to mod-

ernize its operational procedures and to in-

crease the scope of its services. The Educa-

tion Department has greatly increased the 

number of courses and seminars offered. 

They are doing an excellent job of revising 

course content for advances in navigation 

technology. The presentation material your 

instructors have and the rate of improvement 

is impressive. Gerry Fry and I are trying to 

meet your educational  
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CHRISTMAS  PARTY  2008 

 
 The party people were out in force on a dastardly, nasty weather night in upstate New 

York. The event at the Utica Curling Club was a huge success mainly due to vivacious hostess 

and organizer Colleen Welch. Caroling was provided by Firestorm. They were great and had 

everyone singing merrily. Linda La Duc and Gerry Fry sold meal and raffle tickets. Thank you 

all.  

The raffle was won by Michael Dayhuff. Judging by what I saw of the opened packages 

in the consumable gift exchange there will be some diets started after the holidays. The curlers 

are also hardy folks as they were out on the ice enjoying themselves and coincidentally enter-

taining us. 

To those of you who were unable to join us you missed a good time. To avoid future 

disappointment, you should plan on going to the 12th Night Party January 11, 2009 at the New 

Hartford Ramada Inn. Rick Gassner and Dean Woodard will be presenting a very interesting 

slide show on their trip through the Panama Canal after Brunch. Please note the time change to 

1100. 
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SEO Report  
By Lt/C Gerry Fry, JN  

 

 In anticipation of success on the final examinations in Sea-

manship and Advanced Piloting, we should congratulate the follow-

ing studious members. Finishing Seamanship are Josie Amodio, Mike 

Dayhuff, John Reittinger, and Bob Walker. Likewise we expect pass-

ing grades from Bill Newman, Frank Newman, and Ron Squires in 

Advanced Piloting. Good job students and thanks to George Pecking-

ham and yours truly for helping these students finish these courses. 

 Starting in early February, Commander Peckingham will lead about ten fellow members 

in Junior Navigation. In this course, students will use a sextant to measure the height of a heav-

enly body above the horizon. Using sight reduction tables in the ñNautical Almanacò they will 

apply certain corrections to the elevation and compare the corrected height to a calculated 

height for particular time of the day. As a result of these table lookups and calculations the stu-

dents will plot a line of position on a small area plotting sheet. Of course we all know that two 

lines of position from two heavenly bodies will give us a fix of our position on the water. Three 

lines of position are even better. This is the old way to navigate by the sun, moon, planets, and 

stars. 

 The new way is to use a Ground Positioning System (GPS) to triangulate radio signals 

from three or more satellites in space. This method is much faster, easier, and usually more ac-

curate. GPS usage is integrated with electronic charts displayed on chart plotters to give us ñreal 

timeò positioning information. We are cautioned by experienced mariners, especially commer-

cial pilots, to always carry paper charts to backup the electronic charts. Likewise if paper charts 

are a wise and prudent backup to our electronics, so are older non-electronic navigation instru-

ments like the sextant. Electronics donôt always work and we all know that water and electricity 

donôt mix well. 

 The JN course teaches us how to use both methods as double checks on each other and 

prepares us for the day when all that works is the old way. In addition, the course has been re-

structured both in content and in course completion requirements. In the past a student could 

take the final exams and do the required sights of the heavenly bodies later. However, waiting 

until later often turned into never for many students. Now you must finish the folder of required 

sights before the final exam can be taken. This is very good because this requirement will result 

in the class doing their sights in class groups to insure that everyone gets them done. Very inter-

esting and lots of group fun. 

 As Commander George said in his message, we need new members. The Piloting class 

planned for this spring will be put off until fall due to low numbers of interested students. This 

will give us time to work on developing some new members as individuals (that means you!) 

and as a squadron. We are going to need to offer our Squadron Boating course more frequently 

this spring. Perhaps we need to offer a class on the east side of Utica and to the south and west 

rather than just offering the class between Utica and Rome. Please suggest some good locations 

to me and think about helping to teach this public service boating safety course. Best wishes for 

a happy and healthy holiday season. 
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Utica Sail and Power Squadron  

Planned Activities List  

For 2008    
October 

1 October Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

November 

5 November Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

7-9 November Fall Conference  Comfort Inn -Syracuse 

December 

3 December Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

11 December Christmas Party 1800 Utica Curling Club 

January      

7 January   Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome  

11 January 12th Night Party 1200 Ramada Inn- New Hartford 

February 

4 February Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

13 February Founders Day  1800 Verona VFW 

March  

4 March Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

22 March COW   1200 The Beeches- Rome 

April   
1 April  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

May 
6 May  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

29 May Launch Party  1700 Lock 20 - Marcy 

30 May Boating Course 1200 Lock 20 ï Marcy 

June 
3 June  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

 

Commander from page 2 
needs and could use some feedback on which of the courses or seminars should be offered. Call 

us! 

Our next Squadron meeting is on Wednesday 7 January at 7:30p.m, please join us and 

participate in planning the future of your Squadron. Our next social event is the 12th Night Party 

at the New Hartford Ramada Inn on 11 January. Come listen to the slide presentation on their 

trip to the Panama Canal by Dean Woodard and Rick Gassner and enjoy the good food and 

companionship. 



CHECKING  THE  

BILGE  
 by P/C Dean A. Woodard , P 
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 INVESTMENT  TIPS FOR 2009 

     For all of you with any money left, be aware of 

the next expected mergers so that you can get in 

on the ground floor and make some BIG bucks. 

  Watch for these consolidations in 2009: 

 1.) Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, 

Fuller Brush, and W. R.     Grace Co. Will merge 

and become: Hale, Mary, Fuller, Grace. 

 2.) PolyGram Records, Warner Bros., and Zesta 

Crackers join forces and  become: Poly, Warner 

Cracker. 

 3.) 3M will merge with Goodyear and become: 

MMMGood. 

 4.) Zippo Manufacturing, AudiMotors, Dofasco, 

and Dakota Mining will  merge and become: Zi-

pAudiDoDa . 

 5.) FedEx is expected to join its competitor, UPS, 

and become: FedUP. 

 6.) Fairchild Electronics and Honeywell Computers 

will become:   Fairwell Honeychild.  

 7.) Grey Poupon and Docker Pants are expected 

to become: PouponPants.  

 8.) Knotts Berry Farm and the National Organiza-

tion of Women will  become: Knott NOW  

     ƽƽƽ 

       

 LETTER  TO THE BANK  PRESIDENT 

Dear Sirs, 

In view of what seems to be happening in-

ternationally with banks at the moment, I 

was wondering if you could advise me... If 

one of my checks is returned marked 

'insufficient funds,' how do I know whether 

that refers to me or to you?  

     ƽƽƽ 

  DUE  TO INCREASING  AGE, 

FORGETFULNESS, AND MY   

DECREASING ABILITY  TO SEND CARDS 

ON  TIME ,  

...  HERE IS  MY  CARD TO COVER 

EVERY  HOLIDAY  . 

daw 


