
UTICA SAIL & POWER SQUADRON, INC  
Sail and Power Boating - Americaôs Boating Club È 

A Unit of United States Power Squadrons 

Utica, New York 
http://www.uticainfo.org  

District  6 December, 2009 

 BILGEWATER  T
h

e
 

Happy 

 Holidays 



Commander.....................   Richard R. Gassner, JN 

     735-2541 

Executive Officer..................Colleen A. Welch, AP 

    797-2009        

SEO...................................... Gerald R. Fry, JN 

    824-0978 

Administrative Officer......... Bryan E. Walrath, JN 

    337-6051  

Secretary....................  .........John J. Rettinger, JN 

                                                 868-8585 

Treasurer...................... ....... Thomas A. Sears, AP 

    337-6953 

Assistant SEO........................Linda LaDuc, AP 

    839-5522 

Membership........................... Fred S. Dyer, JN 

    336-5396 

BILGEWATER  Editor ............Dean A. Woodard, P 

      336-1026 

woodardd@twcny.rr.com 

 

Web Master éééééé... Rick Gassner, JN   

                                          gasnerr@roadrunner.com 

NOTE: Utica Sail & Power Squadron Web Page 

usps.org/localusps/utica 
e-mail the Commander at: 

gassnerr@roadrunner.com 

The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of  the 

Utica Sail &Power Squadron, District 6  or the United States Power 

Squadrons. Copyright ©  2000 Utica Sail & Power Squadron ® All rights 

reserved. The Squadron®, United States Power Squadrons®,USPS®, The 

Ensign®, the Trident and the Wheel and Ensign designs and America's Boat-

ing Club" are registered trademarks of United States Power Squadrons Inc.  

Jet Smart®, BoatSmart®,  The Squadron Boating Courses and Americaôs 

Boating Course are additional property of the USPS. 

  

2 

 

UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 

COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr Richard R. Gassner, AP  

 Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!!! 
 Hope everyone went to the Christ-
mas party. Thanks to the efforts of Col-
leen Welch we had a fantastic feast set 
up at the Chowder house. It was almost 
canceled due to the late setting of the 
party details. Colleen called everyone to 
insure we have a holiday party. We need 
more people like Colleen to actively par-
ticipate in our organization. Remember 
the USPS slogan "Boating is Fun .. We 
Will Show You Howò. 
 Congratulations to Jim Holmes. 
He celebrates 50 years of membership in 
our squadron. Many members have kept 
their boats at his marina. Over the years 
he has offered his pavilion for our parties 
and participated in the activities . A spe-
cial thanks goes to him and his contribu-
tion to the Utica sail and power Squad-
ron. Only two members have more years 
of membership they are : Ed Gaffney with 
57 years and Frank Gruenewald with 54 
years. 

 
See Commander page 5  
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SEO REPORT  
By Lt/C Gerry Fry, JN 

 

 
 Happy Holidays to all of you and best wishes for you and your families. May you enjoy 

good health and prosperity in the New Year. 

 

 I was remiss in my duties in the last BILGEWATER because I failed to thank 1/Lt. Linda 

LaDuc AP for her generous assistance in teaching the Seamanship course with P/D/C Dave 

Schulz AP. Our most sincere thanks to you Linda for your many efforts on behalf of the squad-

ron.  

 Final exams are on the way from Raleigh for Seamanship and Engine Maintenance. 

Those courses will finish this month for about 7 of our members. Good luck on the final to 

those students. 

 

During the next few days I will download and print out the squadron roster with a listing 

of the courses taken by each member. This will allow me to identify each of your needs for 

electives and advanced grade courses. I will try to phone those of you who have not had the 

Weather or Navigation courses.  Hopefully we can meet your needs and keep a successful edu-

cation program moving forward. I do wish that all of you would think about courses that you 

desire to take in future years and let me know. 

 

 We are planning to offer an N course and the Weather course in January. The Naviga-

tion course will be the new version that was introduced this year. As of the end of this year the 

old N course is all done. If you failed as I did to finish your exams or sight folder for the old N 

course, it is too late now to finish it. It appears that about six members should be interested in 

the new N course. That will be a nice class to participate in with P/C George Peckingham JN 

leading the studies. P/C Harry Winberg SN has agreed to lead the Weather course. As always, 

Harry will do an excellent job teaching this course. We are much obliged to both these gentle-

men for their generous efforts on our behalf.  We will also offer at least two classes of the 

Americaôs Boating Course (ABC) next spring. P/C Dean Woodard P and Randy Webster AP 

are stepping up to the plate on the ABC course. We may want to think about offering the ABC 

course during the summer. We havenôt had much luck attracting new members with the public 

course in the recent past so we need to think about changing our approach. 

 

 Once again, I must repeat the message that we need new members. Each and every one 

of us needs to help in this effort. Talk to your boating friends about our courses. Take a few 

minutes to read about the Boat Operators Certification program on the national website and talk 

about that program. Mention the USPS boat insurance program and other member benefits. 

Talk about our parties and the field trips that we have had and can have again to the canal locks, 

the Fulton Chain, the New York City boat show, and the Coast Guard station. Pass your ideas, 

suggestions and needs on to the squadron officers listed in the front of this newsletter. Partici-

pate and enjoy!  
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Utica Sail and Power Squadron  

Planned Activities List  
For 2010  

January 

6 January Instructor Recert. 1800 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

10 January 12th Night Party 1100 Ramada Inn ï New Hartford 

February 

3 February Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

12 February Foundersô Day Party 1730 Verona Legion Hall 

March  
3 March Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

21 March COW   1200 Dibbles Inn - Vernon 

April   

7 April  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

May 

5 May  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

June 

2 June  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

4 June  Launch Party  1700 Lock 20 - Marcy 

5 June  Boating Course 1200 Lock 20 ï Marcy 

September 

1 September Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

October 

6 October Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

November 

3 November Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

December 

1 December Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 


