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UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 
COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr Bryan E. Walrath, JN  

 

 

Hi everyone, 

We had a very nice Christmas party at 

Aquino's.  It certainly felt like Christmas with 

all the  surrounding  lake effect snow.  We had 

25 guests. 

 

We attended the District 6 conference the 

weekend of November 12-14 at Canandaigua, 

NY.   We have received the district award for 

our junior and navigation courses.  We need to 

give special thanks to P/C George Peckingham 

JN. 

 

We have our Sailing class coming up in Janu-

ary.  This will be taught by Harry Winberg and 

Rick Gassner.  National and District have been 

suggesting that we open our courses to non-

members, with an extra fee.  We will do this 

with this course.  There are two goals with this 

strategy: one to open our classes to nonmem-

bers, and encourage membership in our organi-

zation.  I have had mixed emotions on this 

strategy but I feel this is a good thing.  I re-

cently received an advertisement from Munson 

Williams Art Institute.  And when you com-

pare our course prices with art courses there, 

we are truly a bargain.  This is a course I have 

been waiting to take along with many others.  

If you know of anyone who may be interested 

please contact our SEO Dave Schulz.  More 

specific date and times will follow. 

 

We have learned of a bus trip to the NYC boat 

show on Saturday January 22, 2010.  The trip 

is $58 for bus and breakfast.  It departs from 

Roselawn in Whitesboro.  The bus trip has 

been advertised in the Utica OD as a motorcy-

cle trip.  As it turns out, there are two shows at 

the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center that 

week.   
See commander page 4 
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SEO REPORT  
By P/DC David Schulz, AP 

 

It has been a quiet Month for the Utica education department. Just the N class is now 

winding down. Iôve been told that 2 have completed their sites and are ready for submission. 

Good job and good luck folks. I think we just might get brand new Senior Navigators (SN). 

 

A start date has not been set, however, Sail will begin in January with PC Harry Winberg, SN 

and PC Rick Gassner team teaching. This should be a great class with two seasoned sailors 

teaching. 

 

Last month we settled on a pricing schedule/policy for our courses. The schedule was pub-

lished in the November 2010 issue of the BILGEWATER. I received an e-mail from PC Dean 

Woodard, P concerning the pricing of our Public Boating classes (now ABC version 3). Dean 

was concerned that in the past we have charged $25.00 per book. The new pricing schedule 

sets the cost of the ABC book at $45.00.  At our 1 DEC 10 membership meeting we revised 

the cost of the ABC course book and materials to $30.00. Note that the new figure includes 

the increase in price of ABC v3 that we pay to National. 

 

The Sail course materials were shipped by USPS and received by me. By the time I received 

them they had transmogrified into Weather course materials. They were returned to USPS and 

replaced with correct materials 2 days later with apology. 

 

USPS monthly broadcast for December 2010 contains info about Brunswick Boat Group and 

the membership offers. What benefit to us is another free spot to teach ABC. See the article in 

the broadcast. If you are not receiving the broadcast please see me, our Commander or PC 

Rick to rectify. Also ï if you are not registered for Sail Angle please do so. USPS plans on 

making Sail Angle the main communication tool. 

 

As of 1 DEC 10, USPS will no longer be collecting the $25.00 new member fee. In the past 

Utica has not collected the fee from new members but paid it out of our treasury. 

 
USPS is offering several on ï line courses via the University of West Florida, online course 

portal. Available courses include; 

Anchoring 

Boat Handling Under Power 

Boat Security 

Crew Overboard 

Heavy Weather Sailing 

Seamanship 

You can get more info including pricing on the USPS website. Info on registering is also 

there. If you have not accessed the USPS National website, the District 6 website or our own 

Utica Sail and Power Squadron website you are missing a whole lot of information. We are a 

tremendous organization with a plethora of information to share relative to all types of boat-

ing. Even the links provided on the websites are extensive. 
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More on the Launch Party! 

CAUGHT  ON THE  NET 

 

From the SEO page 3 

This is not Education Department business, but, note that Merit Marks are being awarded on 

line if you have your e-mail registered with USPS. I received mine, downloaded and printed it. 

Ah the age of modern inconveniences. 

 

Speaking of inconveniences (just kidding?) , a revised Boating Course assistant is now avail-

able for download. It claims ease of executing certificates of completion and printing of pocket 

certificates among other tasks. 

 

Finally ï donôt forget about our USPS Guide series of books designed for purchase by the gen-

eral public. Most are available at Boat Shops, Marinas and Shipôs Store book and magazine 

racks and are available for many boating subjects.  

 

See opinion expressed earlier in this article concerning what a ñtremendous organizationò we 

are, to which I now add ñstupendousò. We are The United States Power Squadrons. ñBoating is 

fun ï Let us show you howò. 

 

Commander from page 2 

On one side of the convention center is the boat show and on the other a motorcycle show.  If 

you are interested, contact the tour operator at 731-7999.   Admission to the boat show is 

Adults (16 and older): $12.00. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Lake Delta Inn on Jan 9th. 

We will have a video on the Black River Canal. 

 

We are planning on making a presence or spreading our wings (wakes).  We hope to have a 

booth at the Rome Home Show,  Turning Stone Out Door Camping Show, and Paddlefest in 

Old Forge.  I would also like to see a fun event this summer.  Should you have any ideas for 

other fun events, please let us know. 

 

And for a miscellaneous reminder, should anyone be headed to Orlando in late January and 

would like visiting/participating in the annual meeting in Orlando in late January, our district 

commander would like to hear from you. 

They are trying to set up special events like seeing a space shuttle 

launch.. 

Heads up friends with ipod touch, ipads, iphone: Some 

free Aps can drive you to the poor house with in-app pur-

chases, but you can lock your setting to prevent this from 

happening: watch the tape at the following site for instruc-

tions: 

http://finance.yahoo.com/video/companynews-18928726/

smurf-app-lets-kids-buy-without-password-2340714...3 

Found just in time by ñGrammie Woodardò. 
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More on the Launch Party! 

P/C Rick Gassner sent in this note about Somali Piracy. We thought you might live to read 

about a part of the world where many of us get to sail.  

 

Somali Piracy and the 2011 Convoy Scene 
By Charles J. Doane Posted November 30, 2010 

 Since 2009 the Somali gangs that prey on shipping in the western Indian Ocean have 

greatly expanded their range. Where attacks previously were limited to an area within 200 miles 

of the Somalian coast, within the past year attacks on all types of shipping have occurred over 

1,000 miles from Somalia. It is believed that the pirates are in fact a bit more likely to attack a 

yacht when at the limit of their range and endurance. 

 

 As of Nov. 26 there was at least one report circulating that the Dutch Navy has arrested 

a group of 20 Somalis suspected of being involved in Coizil abduction. Meanwhile, however, 

those still holding Pelizzari and Calitz have yet to make any ransom demands.  

 

 There is a strong anti-pirate military presence in the western Indian Ocean, known as the 

European Union Naval Force Somalia (or simply NAVFOR in military-speak), but their pri-

mary mission is to protect ships bringing food aid to Somalia and other commercial vessels 

transiting the area. NAVFOR's official advice is that yachts should not enter the area at all. 

Because of their low freeboard, pirates can board yachts much more easily and quickly than 

large commercial vessels, and once aboard there is little a military vessel can do to safely dis-

lodge them. The Chandlers, for example, were taken prisoner in the presence of a military ves-

sel. In another incident in April 2009, Florent Lemacon, skipper of the French yacht Tanit, was 

killed during a daring rescue attempt by French commandos. (The French government in reac-

tion has proposed a law allowing it to seek reimbursement of costs from rescued persons who 

deliberately expose themselves to an obvious danger.) 

 

 Despite all the nastiness, approximately 200 yachts transit the western Indian Ocean and 

the Gulf of Aden bound for Suez each year. The vast majority of these now travel in convoys, 

and there has been no reported instance of a yacht from a convoy being taken by pirates. 

NAVFOR therefore recommends that yachts that insist on transiting the region do so in convoy 

groups and that they report their presence to the NAVFOR command. 

Convoys generally form in Salalah, Oman, in February and March. The best practice is to travel 

in smaller convoys of five to six boats, as this makes it easier to maintain a close-knit forma-

tion. The recommended minimum distance between boats is about 200 meters, but this can be 

increased slightly at night. To maintain formation, all boats must travel no faster than the slow-

est member of the group, so it is best if all boats have similar performance characteristics. Also, 

obviously, crews on all boats must maintain vigilant watches. 

 
 `Moshe was sitting at the bar staring at his drink when a large, trouble-making biker steps up next to him, 

grabs his drink and gulps it down in one swig and menacingly says, ñThanks Jew Boy, whatcha going to do about 

it?"   Moshe burst into tears. 

 "Come on, man," the biker says, "I didn't think you'd CRY. I canôt stand to see a man crying. Whatôs your 

problem?"  

"This is the worst day of my life," Moshe says.  'm a complete failure. I was late to a meeting and my boss fired 

me. When I went to the parking lot, I found my car had been stolen and I don't have any insurance. I left my wallet 

in the cab I took home. I found my wife in bed with the postman and then my dog bit me. So I came to this bar to 

work up the courage to put an end to it all. I buy a drink; drop a capsule in and sit here watching the poison dis-

solve; then you show up and drink the whole thing!  But enough about me, how's your day going?"  

http://www.sail-world.com/Cruising/international/Twenty-Somalis-arrested-for-yacht-attack/77388
http://www.eunavfor.eu/
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CHECKING  THE  

BILGE  
 by P/C Dean A. Woodard , P 

 

 

 A hunter and his friend were sitting in 

a tall tower stand near a highway, early one 

cold December morning.  Suddenly, a huge 

buck walked out in the low shrubs. The buck 

was magnificent, a once in a lifetime ani-

mal.  His rack was huge.  The hunter's hand 

shook as his mind was already counting the 

Boone and Crockett points.  Moving quickly, 

the hunter carefully aimed the Leopold scope 

on his .300 Win Mag at the unsuspecting 

buck.  As he was about to squeeze the trigger 

on this deer of a lifetime, his friend alerted 

him to a funeral procession passing slowly 

down Highway 16.  The hunter pulled away 

from the gun stock, set the rifle down, took 

off his hat, bowed his head and then closed 

his eyes in prayer.  His friend was stunned. 

 "Wow, that is the most thoughtful and 

touching thing I have ever seen you do.  You 

actually let that trophy deer go to pay re-

spects to a passing funeral procession.  You 

are indeed the kindest man I have ever 

known, and I feel lucky to call you a friend." 

 

The hunter shrugged. "Yeah, well, we were 

married for 43 years.  

ƽƽƽ 

 

GOOD NEWS 

 
WE ARE INFORMED THAT DOC GAFFNEY IS 

OUT OF THE HOSPITAL AND RESTING AT 

HOME. 

 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK ED. WE ARE ALL  

AWAITING  YOUR RETURN TO ACTIVE DUTY.  

YOU ARE MISSED  

ƽƽƽ 

AMAZING SIMPLE HOME  
REMEDIES: 

1.  AVOID CUTTING YOURSELF WHEN 

SLICING VEGETABLES BY GETTING 

SOMEONE ELSE TO HOLD THE VEGETA-

BLES WHILE YOU CHOP. 

 

2. AVOID ARGUMENTS WITH THE FE-

MALES ABOUT LIFTING THE TOILET 

SEAT BY USING THE SINK. 

 

3. FOR HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE SUFFER-

ERS ~ SIMPLY CUT YOURSELF AND 

BLEED FOR A FEW MINUTES, THUS RE-

DUCING THE PRESSURE ON YOUR 

VEINS. REMEMBER TO USE A TIMER. 

 

4. A MOUSE TRAP PLACED ON TOP OF 

YOUR ALARM CLOCK WILL PREVENT 

YOU FROM ROLLING OVER AND GOING 

BACK TO SLEEP AFTER YOU HIT THE 

SNOOZE BUTTON. 

 

5. IF YOU HAVE A BAD COUGH, TAKE A 

LARGE DOSE OF LAXATIVES. THEN 

YOU'LL BE AFRAID TO COUGH. 

 

6. YOU ONLY NEED TWO TOOLS IN LIFE 

- WD-40 AND DUCT TAPE. IF IT DOESN'T 

MOVE AND SHOULD, USE THE WD-40. IF 

IT SHOULDN'T MOVE AND DOES, USE 

THE DUCT TAPE. 

 

7. IF YOU CAN'T FIX IT WITH A HAM-

MER, YOU'VE GOT AN ELECTRICAL 

PROBLEM. 

ƽƽƽ 

 The United States Power Squadronôs 

2nd National Safe Boating Test is now avail-

able from your Squadron. This DVD format 

includes safety tips, homeland security and an 

on line quiz. 

 If you would like a copy check with the 

Commander or the BILGEWATER staff. 


