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FOUNDERôS DAY 2008 
This was  a great party and we were able to 

hold it on the day scheduled.  We did have a 

little snow. But nowhere near enough to 

dampen a fine time had by all. 

  

 Notice to the right that auctioneers 

Dean Woodard and Ellen Webster kept 

everything at the strict formal level re-

quired for such a squadron activity. 

 We are told that we had one of the 

most profitable auctions in years as mem-

bers fought for the fine selection of mostly 

nautical items offered. 

 Commander Peckingham also said 

that ñthe food was outstandingò.  

 Betty Kobernuss and Tom Sears, 

to the right, discuss the likelihood that the 

Hollywood writers strike will end soon so 

that they may return to evening television 

watching so they donôt have to watch 

Dean and Ellen do their thing. (Or some-

thing like that.) 

 Donôt forget that next month we 

will have the Change of Watch at the 

Beeches in Rome. This should be a really 

nice event. 
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UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 

COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr George Peckingham, AP  

Hi, Folks! The proposed revised bylaws 

for the Utica Sail and Power Squadron as 

posted on the squadron web site were voted on 

and unanimously ratified, without amend-

ments, at the February squadron meeting. The 

new Bylaws have been submitted to USPS for 

final approval.  

The Founders Day Potluck and Auction 

on February 8, 2008 at the Verona VFW was 

lots of fun and a great money maker for the 

squadron. Either Dean Woodard or Ellen Web-

ster have learned the fine art of auctioneering 

or the items offered had real value to the atten-

dees. Great job Dean and Ellen. Thank you to 

all the contributors, especially Michael Bam-

berger who contributed a collection of model 

boats that sparked several bidding wars and 

Dave Schulz who contributed a really desirable 

Johnny Carson commemorative tape album. 

The food was great and plentiful. My favorites 

were the venison stew prepared by Chuck 

Harter and the squadron sheet cake purchased 

by Colleen Welch. Thank you to the many vol-

unteers who stepped up and organized the buf-

fet table, got the beverages and collected the 

money for your late arriving Commander. Be-

ing a risk taker, I would like to thank Linda 

LaDuc, Tina Fahringer, Jo Zogby, Gerry and 

Victoria Fry and Mrs. Staple and hope I didnôt 

miss too many others. 

Thanks to Gerry Fry and Hester Jager 

we had two new members voted in this month. 

When you meet Josephine Amodio or Ronald 

Squires at future events please welcome them. 

Both Josephine Amodio and Michael Dayhuff, 

voted in January, attended the Founders Day 

Party and were sworn in. Welcome aboard. 

Your Bridge is working diligently on 

the upcoming Change of Watch and District 6 

Spring Council/Conference.  The COW will be 

 

Commander  page 6  
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ROOM RESERVATION  PROCESS FOR SPRING CONFERENCE 2008 
 

Congratulations Squadrons, the room reservation process for the Fall Conference at Ramada Inn in Geneva, NY using e-mail 

worked extremely well thanks to your cooperation. We will continue to use this process and thereby take advantage of our tax

-exempt status by making group reservations by Squadron under the Squadrons tax-exempt number.  Meal reservations will 

continue to be made through the host squadron (Utica Sail and Power Squadron) and are covered under the District 6 tax-

exempt number. This procedure continues to work well. 
 

The Hotel Utica in Utica, NY welcomes the squadron reservations by e-mail. The process remains simple. An e-mail form 

letter was sent to the squadron commanders explaining the process and what rooms that are available for hospitality use. Just 

fill in the blanks to include the squadron tax-exempt number, room requests and the commanderôs name and credit card num-

ber. Then e-mail the form to the hotel at the address shown on the form.  Revisions such as add ons are acceptable and can be 

forwarded to the hotel using the same form. Note: for those members wishing to by-pass the tax-exempt process and take ad-

vantage of credit cart perks etc. they can register in the same manner by stating they will pay the entire bill by credit card at 

check-out. 

 

We have 80 sleeping rooms available for our Spring Conference at a rate of $86.00 per night. The Hotel Utica will assign the 

rooms on a first received basis. Have a great conference. 

 
District 6 Bridge, P/D/Côs, CPS attendees and members from other Districts will continue to make their room through the 

Conference Planning Committee (CPC). For Spring Conference 2008 reservations should be sent to P/D/C Michael Kelly, at 

38 Preston Circle, Rochester, NY 14626-1157, email at mkelly@rochester.rr.com . 

 

P/D/C Michael Kelly, AP 

Conference Planning Committee Chairman 

 

 

United States Power Squadrons® 
District 6 Spring Conference 2008 

11th April ð 13thApril 2008 

 

Hotel Utica, Utica, NY 
102 Lafayette Street, Utica, NY 13502 

Phone:  (315)223-4135      Fax:  (315) 733-7621 

       Room Reservations 

Room Rate is $86.00 per night. 

Deadline:  12th March 2008.   

Send completed Hotel Reservation Form to YOUR squadron commander. 

 
2008 Spring Conference Hotel Reservation Form 

     Name(s) ___________________________________ Mate: ________Address: 

______________________________________________________________ 

     Telephone: (_____) ____________________ Squadron: _____________ 

     District: _____ Email: ________________________________________ 

Nights Staying:  Fri. 11 April 2008 ______ Sat. 12 April 2008 ______ 

Accommodations:  Double _____ King ______ Smoking _____ Nonsmoking _____ 

mailto:mkelly@rochester.rr.com
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Meal Reservation Form  

P/D/C Michael Kelly, AP Conference Planning 
 The Spring Conference Meal Reservation Form is printed below. It was also e-mailed to all squadron edi-

tors. The process remains the same as in the past. Send the completed form, along with your payment, to 

the Spring Conference registration chairperson (P/C Richard R. Gassner, AP, Utica Sail and Power 

Squadron). Please notice the late registration charge for lunch and dinner and we have added a childrenôs 

menu for Saturday night dinner. The hotel sets the cutoff deadline for meals. While we are doing much 

better meeting the registration deadline, it remains difficult to pass firm numbers to the hotel if registra-

tions are late. Registration cutoff for meals is 28 March, at which time the hotel chef will order the ban-

quet food against our firm numbers. A small change in numbers is manageable, but we want to avoid late 

registration numbers. Please make every effort to meet the 28 March deadline date. 

 
 

Reservation Form for Meals at the ïSpring Conference 2008 
Hotel Utica, Utica, NY 

11th ï 13th  April 2008 
Name: _________________________________ Rank: _____ Grade: _____ 

Additional Name: ________________________ Rank: _____ Grade: _____ 

Additional Name: ________________________ Rank: _____ Grade: _____ 

Additional Name: ________________________ Rank: _____ Grade: _____ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address: _____________________________________ Squadron Name: ______________________ 

Telephone Number: (______) _______________________________ District: ________________________ 
 

   r Special Diet/Vegetarian request available until 28th March 2008: _____________________________ 

_____  Number of Lunches @ $12.00      $______ ($17.00 after advanced deadline) 

Dinner Choices:  
_____ Number of Chicken Francaise    

_____   Number of Sesame Salmon   

_____ Number of Sage Apple Pork    
_____  Total Number of Dinners @ $25.00      $______ ($30.00 after advance deadline) 

_____   Total Number of Childrenôs Dinner @ $11.00 $ _____   ($12.00 after advance deadline)         

Total:                                                        $______ 
 

ADVANCE RESERVATION DEADLINE IS 28 MARCH  08. CANCELLATION FO R FULL REFUND 

DEADLINE IS 4 APRIL 08. 

 
Please send this form, a separate sheet noting any special diet meal requests, and your check for the 

ñTotal Amountò shown above, Payable to Utica Sail and Power Conference (in US Funds) to: 

P/C Richard R. Gassner, AP 

122 Forrest Street 

Utica, NY  13502-2541 

 

Questions may be addressed to P/C Richard Gassner, AP 

(315)-735-2541 or gassnerr@adelphia.net    

mailto:gassnerr@adelphia.net
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From The SEO 
by P/C Gerald  R. Fry, JN 

 

ñEducation With a Smileò  

Some new members may wonder what the P/C means in front of 

my name and what the JN means after my name. These acronyms that we 

use as prefix and suffix to our name refer to our ñRankò and ñGradeò. P/C 

is short for Past Commander while the JN means that I have completed the Junior Navigation 

advanced grade course. Since I am the Squadron Education Officer (SEO) which carries the 

rank of Lieutenant Commander, I could use that prefix. Our Executive Officer (XO), Adminis-

trative Officer (AO), Treasurer and Secretary are also Lieutenant Commanders. Guess what 

prefix of rank the Commander uses. How about District Commander? To advance in these 

ranks, a member must display an interest and willingness to help in furthering the missions of 

our club. 

Advanced grade courses consist of Seamanship (S), Piloting (P), Advanced Piloting 

(AP), Junior Navigation (JN) and Navigation (N). When you finish Seamanship you are known 

as a Seaman in our boating club and may use the S after your name. Likewise, the other 

courses, Iôm sure. Even though the National Education Officer (NEO) tells us that these courses 

may be taken in any order, practical considerations tell us otherwise. Each advanced grade 

course builds a foundation for the rest. 

Now Iôm sure that some of our older members who are very justifiably proud of their 

Senior Navigator (SN) grade are wondering why I didnôt include the SN in the above descrip-

tion. Simply because there is no one course that qualifies a member for the SN grade. You must 

complete all advanced grade and all elective courses to be honored as a Senior Navigator. Elec-

tive courses are the specialized courses in Sail, Weather, Cruise Planning, Instructor Qualifica-

tion, Engine Maintenance and Marine Electronics. To make your life more interesting, aspire to 

be an SN. 

Putting ñgradeò in its proper perspective, we all work toward the goal of being a better 

and safer boater because we want to have more fun and avoid boating problems. We take satis-

faction and some pride in our boating competence. Next fall you will have the opportunity to 

select Seamanship, Advanced Piloting and Instructor Qualification. In the spring of 2009, the 

schedule will contain Piloting, Junior Navigation, and Sail. JN will continue in the fall of ô09 so 

students have the summer and fall of ô09 to complete their folder of celestial sightings. Of 

course Navigation will follow. I will put the complete schedule of courses for the next couple of 

years in the next issue of this newsletter so you can plan your path to become a very competent 

boater and SN. Keep pasting those stickers on your membership certificate! 

 

 

Remember to tell your friends about the Squadron Boating Course (SBC) that starts 6 

March so they can join you in these fun courses. We offer this public boating course at least 

twice in the spring and once in the fall. However if your friends are experienced boaters, they 

may not want the basic SBC but they can still join our club. Just ask them. 

 

 

 

The winter of 1932 was so cold that Niagara Falls froze completely solid.  



CHECKING  THE  

BILGE  
 by P/C Dean A. Woodard  
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THE CANDIDATES  ARE 
George V. Peckingham, AP for 

Commander 

Colleen A. Welch, P for 

Executive Officer 

Gerald R. Fry, JN for 

Education Officer 

Randall I. Webster, AP for 

Administrative Officer 

Bryan E. Walrath, P  for 

Secretary 

Thomas A. Sears, AP  for 

Treasurer 

Ellen E. Webster, SN for 

Assistant SEO 

David Schulz, AP for 

Director 

Dean A. Woodard, P for 

Director 

Richard R. Gassner, AP for 

Director 

 Additional candidates may be nomi-

nated from the floor at the Change of Watch. 
ƽƽƽ 

 

 I wondered why the baseball was getting 

bigger. Then it hit me.  

 

Police were called to a day care where a three

-year-old was resisting a rest.  

 

The roundest knight at King Arthur's round 

table was Sir Cumference.  

 

A thief fell and broke his leg in wet cement. 

He became a hardened criminal.  

 

The dead batteries were given out free of 

charge.  

 Commander  from page 2 

 

held at the Beeches in Rome on Sun-

day 9 District. March, 2008 at 1200. The 

ceremony will be conducted by D/C Scott 

Wallace, JN. Scott will be accompanied by 

his wife D/Lt/C Karen Wallace, S. 

The big occasion this year is the Dis-

trict Spring Council/Conference at the Hotel 

Utica on 11-13 April, 2008. It is really huge 

because your squadron is hosting it and our 

own Dave Schulz is to be the next District 6 

Commander. Elsewhere in this Bilgewater 

are the room and meal reservation forms. Be-

cause the timing of the next Bilgewater is 

likely to be late for the hotel reservations 

please make plans now. We will repeat the 

meal reservations next month although if you 

can commit now it will help with planning 

and organizing. A big turnout would be nice 

to show our support of Dave for his past, pre-

sent and future contributions to the Squadron 

 A husband and his blonde wife live in north-

ern Minnesota. One winter morning during breakfast, 

they were listening to the radio. They heard the an-

nouncer say, "We are going to have eight to ten inches 

of snow today. You must park your car on the even-
numbered side of the street so that the snowplows can 

get through." 

 So, the good blonde went out and moved her 

car. 

 A week later, while they are eating breakfast 

again, the radio announcer said, "We are expecting 10 

to 12 inches of snow today. You must park your car on 

the odd-numbered side of the street so that the snow-

plows can get through." 

 The good, blonde wife went out and moved 

her car again. 

 The next week, they are again having break-
fast, when the radio announcer says, "We are expect-

ing 12 to 14 inches of snow today. You must park..." 

Then the electric power went out. The blonde wife was 

very upset and with a worried look on her face, she 

said, "Honey, I don't know what to do. Which side of 

the street do I need to park on so that the snowplows 

can get through?" 

 With love and understanding in his voice, the 

husband replied, "Why don't you just leave it in the 

garage this time?" 
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Like Having òBostonó In Your Back Yard 

www.pier -31.com  

 

 

   697 -7007  

Open Year Round  

Lunch and Dinner  

 

COMPLETE MARINE SERVICES  

DOCKAGE, INSIDE STORAGE 

BROKERAGE, TRAVEL LIFT SERVICES   

 

HOLMES MARINA , INC. 
VERONA BEACH, N.Y.  

Ed Holmes - Manager 

 

 

JAMES W. HOLMES      HOME: 315-762-4232 

         PRESIDENT BUS:     315-762-0036 

   FAX:     315-761-0540 

 

 

canalviewcafe.com 



 

The BILGEWATER 

Dean A. Woodard 

8268 Winchester Dr.  

Rome, NY  13440 
 NEED A BOATING  COURSE? 
DO YOU HAVE  A FRIEND OR A RELATIVE  THAT  

WANTS A BOATING  CLASS THAT  MEETS ALL  NY 

STATE  REQUIREMENTS  - AND THEY  WANT  IT  

NOW? 

 IF SO, YOU MAY  WANT  TO SUGGEST THAT  

THEY  CALL  GERRY FRY AT  824-0978 AND BUY 

A COPY OF AMERICAôS BOATING  COURSE. 

  

 Americaôs Boating Course is a self study 

course that has a textbook and a CD for your com-

puter. We will also supply NY State specific in-

formation and study questions. When you have 

finished the course, we will provide a proctored 

exam and a certificate that states that you meet all NY State requirements for 

boating and PWC. 

 The cost is $35 which covers one exam. Additional exams will be $5.00 

each.  Questions? Give Gerry Fry a call.   


