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FOUNDERõS DAY 

The Founders day party is  coming up. 

Date: Friday, February 8th 

Time: 1730 (5:30 p m for you land lubbers) 

Location: Verona VFW Post.   

Food: Bring a dish to pass. There will be a $5 per couple charge to cover beer and soda. 

 Agenda: Auction We say it is for nautical related items - but we really donõt care. 

We have fun selling most everything. 

See you there..   

 Frank Tomaino, who lives in Clinton, 

NY, and writes for the Utica Newspaper was 

our guest at Founderôs Day 2008. 

 Mr. Tomaino gave a most informative 

talk on the building of the original Erie Canal 

started in Rome, NY in 1817. 

 For its day this project resulted in the 

longest dug canal in its day and transformed 

the history of New York and the United 

States. 
 Special thanks to P/C Joe Zogby for arrang-

ing for Mr. Tomaino to speak. 

Harry Winberg 
Day  

 At the  
Utica Squadron  

See page 4 
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UTICA SAIL & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 

COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr George Peckingham, AP  

Folks. I hope you had a wonderful holi-

day season. The proposed, revised bylaws for 

the Utica Sail and Power Squadron are posted on 

the squadron web site. We expect to have a rati-

fication vote at the next squadron meeting. 

Please look at the official notice elsewhere in 

this copy of the Bilgewater. 

The upcoming events of note are the 12th 

Night Party at 1230 on January 13, 2008 at the 

Ramada Inn in New Hartford and the Founders 

Day Potluck and Auction on February 8, 2008 at 

the Verona VFW. Frank Tomaino of the Ob-

server Dispatch will be the guest speaker at the 

12th Night Party. 

On the education front we will be offer-

ing a Marine Electronics Course starting January 

17, Piloting starting January 22, and a basic 

boating course starting March 6, 2008. Contact 

Gerry Fry (315-824-0978) to sign up. These 

courses will be at Whitesboro High School. 

Boating safety is a primary goal of the 

Power Squadron and from time to time technol-

ogy leaps forward. The Coast Guardôs Rescue 

21 system is scheduled to be operational 

throughout New York State this spring. Rescue 

21 is a new feature on VHF radios. It utilizes 

Channel 70. To make it work you need to obtain 

a Maritime Mobile Service Identity number 

(MMSI), which is free and available on the web 

@ http://www.boatus.com/mmsi/default.asp and 

a radio that is Digital Select Calling (DSC) capa-

ble. 

Once you complete the form the infor-

mation is entered in the Coast Guard database. 

When the Emergency Button on the radio is 

pressed it will alert the Coast Guard and your 

data will appear on their computer screen in-

cluding your position if you have linked the ra-

dio to your GPS or Loran. Your radio will  

Commander Page 3 

http://www.boatus.com/mmsi/default.asp
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BoatU.S.  

 Because of the special arrangement made 

with BoatU.S. our members are able to pay only one

-half of the regular dues of $19.00 -  only $9.50 per 

year for our  members. 

GA81671P is our membership number. 

Commander from page 2 

automatically switch to channel 16 

and you will be in voice contact with the 

Coast Guard. Another feature of the system 

is that it will sound an alarm on other vessels 

in the area equipped with DSC and switch 

their radios to channel 16 so they will be 

able to monitor your conversation with the 

Coast Guard. The advantage of this is that 

they may be much nearer and able to render 

assistance more quickly than the CG. 

An additional feature of the system is 

that if you know the MMSI number of a ves-

sel it will notify the vessel that there is a call 

and will then switch them to the channel you 

are hailing on. The geeks are conquering the 

world. Are geeks meek or neat? 

Thanks to Gerry Fry and Hester 

Jager we had four new members voted in at 

the January 2, 2008 meeting. When you 

meet James and Barbara Achino, David 

Gregory or Michael Dayhuff, Jr. at future 

events please welcome them.  

New Bylaws 

The proposed new Utica Squadron 

bylaws have been conditionally approved by 

the National USPS. A copy of the proposed 

revisions to our bylaws is posted on the 

squadron web site. If you are electronically 

challenged and cannot access them on the 

site, Cdr. George Peckingham, AP, has cop-

ies of the proposed new bylaws. If you call or 

email him he will mail you a copy. The pro-

posal and the ratification process were dis-

cussed at the 2 January 2008 Squadron meet-

ing and copies were passed out to all present. 

There will be further discussion at the 6 Feb-

ruary 2008 Squadron meeting at Sears Oil 

Co. If no amendments are offered up and a 

quorum is present a ratification vote will be 

taken at that meeting. To gain final approval 

the squadron needs to have passage by a two-

thirds majority of the eligible voters. 

 

SERVICE 
In my life, I thought I had a handle on the meaning of the word "service."   

"The act of doing things for other people." 

Then I heard the terms: 

 

Internal Revenue Service 

Postal Service 

Telephone Service 

Civil Service 

Selective Service 

City/County Public Service 

Customer Service 

Service Stations 

 

I became confused about the word "service." This is not what I thought "service" meant. 

 

Then today, I overheard two farmers talking and one of them mentioned that he was having a 

bull over to "service" a few of his cows. 
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A Proclamation 
For  

P/C Harry L. Winberg, SN 
 

 

Whereas, Harry L. Winberg of Rome, New York, has distinguished himself in 

furthering the goals set by the Utica Sail and Power Squadron, of the United States 
Power Squadrons, and has unselfishly given to that organization and the Oneida 
County community his time, talents and resources for the betterment of civil, cultural, 
aviation and nautical societies therein, 

 And Whereas; he had a distinguished career in the United States Air Force 

which instilled a lifelong love of all things navigational, although alas, he failed one 
criteria for a successful pilot, his take-offs exceeding his safe landings which required 
a helicopter rescue and aircraft replacement at taxpayer expense, 

 And Whereas; his wonderful wife Mary has kept the daredevil in his out-

wardly calm demeanor somewhat in check. While assisting in the lobbying effort to 
save Griffiss Air Force Base he was piloting a plane full of Rome dignitaries to Wash-
ington DC when weather conditions started to deteriorate due to fog at Andrews Air 
Force Base. His co-pilot told him that they had reached their minimum altitude of 200 
feet without seeing the runway and Harry in that instantly recognizable command 
voice of his said ñmy altimeter is primary and reads 210 feetò at which time the strobe 
lights magically appeared and the plane landed successfully, 

 And Whereas;  his command voice was often heard over the years from the 

Committee Boat of the Lake Delta yacht club during their sailing races, 

  And Whereas;  his teaching prowess and methodology are legendary within 

the squadron, some witty former student gave him the sobriquet ñKritta Herreò which 
is Swedish for chalk master.  His humor, experience, anecdotes and knowledge of 
Weather and Sailing have enlightened and enriched those who have taken his 
classes, 

 And Whereas;  his Power Point presentation on his familyôs sailing adventure 

off the coast of Greece delighted all who saw it and demonstrates that he can keep 
up with technology, 

 And Whereas;  his many contributions to the USPS Education Committee 

have upgraded the Weather Course, 

 And Whereas;  Harry has given and continues to give of his time and talents 

in many ways not listed above, 
 Let us therefore proclaim this 13

th
 day of January 2008 Harry L. Winberg Day 

in the Utica Sail and Power Squadron. 
 
 
       Cdr. George V. Peckingham, AP 
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From The SEO 
by P/C Gerald  R. Fry, JN 

 

By Cdr. George Peckingham, AP 

 

 Gerry is in Florida and enjoying the sun and evening cocktails. So I 

will repeat the course schedules for him and remind those who are taking Piloting or Marine 

Electronics of the start dates. 

To be held at Whitesboro Central High School.6:30 to 8:30PM 

Squadron Boating Course --- 6:30 to 8:30PM March 6, 13, 20, 27, 2008 

 

Squadron Boating Course --- June 7 Noon to 4:00PM at Lock 20 Park, Marcy, NY and 

June 10 and 12 from 6:30 to 8:30PM at Whitesboro Central High School 

 

To be held at Whitesboro Central High School 

 Marine Electronics---Thursday Evenings 7:00 to 9:00pm, starting January 17. 

 Piloting----------------Tuesday Evenings 9:00pm, starting January 22. 

 

The Piloting and Marine Electronics courses are for Utica Sail and Power Squadron members. 

Anyone wishing to take advantage of these courses and several other electives for boating com-

petency and safety may join the squadron. We have three parts in our squadron mission includ-

ing member education, social interaction, and public service. The squadron web page is 

www.usps.org/localusps/utica . If you know of anyone who would like to join please have them 

contact Gerald Fry, Squadron Education Officer at 315 824-0978 or gerryfry1@verizon.net . 

IôM A SAFE BOATER 

ARE YOU? 

STORY AND ART CONTEST FOR KIDS 
From Safety Committee Chair Lt Randy Webster, AP 

 

 It can be a short story, poster, or a video. Use the written word, artwork, photography, 

or a video to tell others what you do to be a safe boater. Wearing life jackets is at the top of the 

list to keep boaters safe. Other ways to boat safely can be found throughout the Boating Safety 

SidekicksÈ and National Safe Boating Councilôs web sites. 

Age Groups  4 through 7 years of age 

    8 through 11 years of age 

      12 through 15 years of age 

Many Prizes provided by West Marine®. 
 

Go online: 

                              Boatingsidekicks.com    

http://www.usps.org/localusps/utica
mailto:gerryfry1@verizon.net


CHECKING THE 

BILGE 
 by P/C Dean A. Woodard  
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 This is for anyone who ever tried to 

teach a class about anything. 

 
First-year students at Michigan's Vet school were 

receiving their first anatomy class, with a dead cow. 

They all gathered around the surgery table with the 

body covered with a white sheet. 

 

The professor started the class by telling them, "In 

Veterinary Medicine it is necessary to have two im-

portant qualities as a doctor: The first is that you not 

be disgusted by anything involving the animal body." 

For an example, the Professor pulled back the sheet, 

stuck his finger in the butt of the dead cow, withdrew 

it and stuck it in his mouth. "Go ahead and do the 

same thing," he told his students. The students 

freaked out, hesitated for several minutes. But even-

tually they took turns sticking a finger in the anal 

opening of the dead cow and sucking on it. 

 

When everyone finished, the Professor looked at 

them and said, "The second most important quality is 

observation. I stuck in my middle finger and sucked 

on my index finger. Now learn to pay attention. "Life 

is tough, it is even tougher if you're stupid."  
 

ƽƽƽ 

 

'Stewardesses' is the longest word typed with 

only the left hand. And 'lollipop' is the long-

est word typed with your right hand. (Bet you 

tried this out mentally, didn't you?)  

 

No word in the English language rhymes with 

month, orange, silver, or purple.  

'Dreamt' is the only English word that ends 

in the letters 'mt'.? (Are you doubting this?)  

 

There are only four words in the English lan-

guage which end in 'dous': tremendous, 

horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous.  

There are two words in the English language 

that have all five vowels in order: 

'abstemious' and 'facetious.'  

 

HERE ARE THE WINNERS! 
 These are all of the blue ribbon win-

ners from our coloring contest. They were 

great and added color to our 12 th Night Party 

on January 13, 2008. 

 Many thanks to P/C Josephine Zogby, 

AP, who served as our sole judge and contest 

official. Thanks Joe, just a little more evi-

dence that we donôt do well without your 

help. 

ƽƽƽ 

GOOD NEWS! 
  

 We are pleased to report that Vivian 

Selover, the head of our Circulation Depart-

ment, is home and doing well.  

 Now if she would only get back to 

work on the Bilgewater things would be per-

fect 
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Like Having òBostonó In Your Back Yard 

www.pier -31.com  

 

 

   697 -7007  

Open Year Round  

Lunch and Dinner  

 

COMPLETE MARINE SERVICES 

DOCKAGE, INSIDE STORAGE 

BROKERAGE, TRAVEL LIFT SERVICES  

 

HOLMES MARINA, INC. 
VERONA BEACH, N.Y. 

Ed Holmes - Manager 

 

 

JAMES W. HOLMES      HOME: 315-762-4232 

         PRESIDENT BUS:     315-762-0036 

   FAX:     315-761-0540 

 

 

canalviewcafe.com 



 

The BILGEWATER 

Dean A. Woodard 

8268 Winchester Dr.  

Rome, NY  13440 
 NEED A BOATING COURSE? 
DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR A RELATIVE THAT 

WANTS A BOATING CLASS THAT MEETS ALL NY 

STATE REQUIREMENTS - AND THEY WANT IT 

NOW? 

 IF SO, YOU MAY WANT TO SUGGEST THAT 

THEY CALL GERRY FRY AT  824-0978 AND BUY 

A COPY OF AMERICAôS BOATING COURSE. 

  

 Americaôs Boating Course is a self study 

course that has a textbook and a CD for your com-

puter. We will also supply NY State specific in-

formation and study questions. When you have 

finished the course, we will provide a proctored 

exam and a certificate that states that you meet all NY State requirements for 

boating and PWC. 

 The cost is $35 which covers one exam. Additional exams will be $5.00 

each.  Questions? Give Gerry Fry a call.   


