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YOUR SQUADRON IS OFF TO ANOTHER  GREAT  START. ARE 

YOU READY  TO HAVE  FUN AND LEARN  ABOUT  BOATING ? 

 WE ARE. 

The pictures below are from the 12th Night Party.  To read more about this 

event, turn to page 6 of this issue. 
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UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 

COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr Richard R. Gassner, AP  

Happy New Boating Year! 

Now is the time to take that class you have 

been thinking about! A Weather class and a 

Navigation class will be starting. If you want 

other classes ask SEO Gerry Fry. We also need 

volunteers to teach. A basic boating course will 

be taught this spring. Thanks to George Peck-

ingham, who successfully qualified the gradu-

ates of the ñInstructor Qualificationò course 

given on Jan 4, we now have members that are 

ready to teach. 

I also want to thank all the members that have 

received a Merit Mark because they are the 

ones that make this organization possible. 

They are listed in this Bilgewater. 

 

I am looking for members that will be in Flor-

ida (Orlando area) during February 2 thru Feb 

6, 2010. If you happen to be there you will 

have the opportunity to attend the annual meet-

ing of the National Power Squadron. Gerry Fry 

and I happened to be there a few years ago and 

the displays of teaching aids were very inter-

esting. We also met some interesting people. 

Please let me know if you may attend. I will 

give you the Squadron vote. 

This year there are some good seminars. The 

agenda is as follows: 
WEDNESDAY Feb 3, 2010 
0900-1700 USPS DAO and SAO Training. 

THURSDAY 
All Day. Visit the Table Top Displays around 

the Fiesta Ball Room area. 

0900-1100 District and Squadron Officers 

and General Members Meeting.  

1030-1200 Secretaryõs Open Meeting Com-

mittee Meetings. Flag and Etiquette,  

Historian, Information Technology, Opera-

tions Manual and Communications.  

1400-1700 Squadron Development -How to  
See commander page 4  
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SEO REPORT  
By Lt/C Gerry Fry, JN 

Greetings to all during this very cold spell. I hope you are finding many activities to keep your 

mind and body busy as you wait to get more time outside again. Of course, some of our fellow 

members enjoy the snow and cold with skiing, snowmobiling and ice fishing. Whatever you do, 

please keep on exercising and keep on learning. 

 We recently finished an Engine Maintenance course and a Seamanship course. We are 

still waiting for the test results from national USPS. Thanks again to Dave Schulz and Linda 

LaDuc for leading the S class. Also we must praise and congratulate Brian Walrath, John Reit-

tinger, and Rob Walker for helping each other master the EM course. We would rather have a 

mentor for each class but it is getting harder to find folks who are knowledgeable and willing to 

dedicate time to teaching our courses. 

 Past Commander Harry Winberg will start the Weather course on Wednesday, 3 Feb. 

2010 at 1900 in Whitesboro High School. This will be the only Wednesday night class with all 

others to be held on subsequent Tuesday evenings. Thanks again Harry. Another dedicated in-

structor is Past Commander George Peckingham who will teach the Navigation course starting 

Thursday, 21 January at 1900 in Whitesboro High School. Again, many thanks to George who 

is leading a group of five members to reach  N and SN status. These will be the first Utica 

squadron members to reach these grades in the 10 years that I am familiar with. Now we just 

hope that the student manuals come in time. 

 Speaking of student manuals, our dedicated and excellent squadron Treasurer Tom 

Sears recently pointed out that we have purchased over $1000 in books that we have not sold. 

How can that happen, you ask. Several reasons spread over many years are the cause. I will list 

several reasons as they come to mind without regard to the most problematic reason or reasons. 

National has revised most all of our courses in the last five years. A book or two held in 

inventory can quickly be obsolete. 

National has raised the price of all books considerably as they have struggled to pay the 

bills with fewer members. 

Courses like the public boating course have changed title and manuals several times due 

to mandates from the National Association of Boating Law Administrators. This is a 

course where we never know how many books we will need for a class because not 

all prospective students phone me to pre-register. We have on hand 15 copies of the 

most recent book that we should sell this spring. We have attempted to sell all of the 

old books before adopting new texts but that is difficult when we have small classes 

as in recent years. 

I have accumulated 9 Advanced Piloting student manuals because I did not do a thor-

ough search of my storage boxes when ordering for the course. Totally my responsi-

bility. On top of that we had some members who said that they would take AP and 

didnôt show up. 

This ñno showò problem happens in most courses no matter how carefully I phone all 

members who have not had a course and try to pin down accurate counts. 

Continued on top of page 6 
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Utica Sail and Power Squadron  

Planned Activities List  

For 2010  
February 

3 February Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

12 February Foundersô Day Party 1730 Verona Legion Hall 

March  
3 March Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

21 March COW   1200 Dibbles Inn - Vernon 

April   

7 April  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

May 

5 May  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

June 

2 June  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

4 June  Launch Party  1700 Lock 20 - Marcy 

5 June  Boating Course 1200 Lock 20 ï Marcy 

September 

1 September Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

October 

6 October Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

November 

3 November Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

December 

1 December Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

form a Provisional Squadron, 

Marilyn and Earl Rose. 

1430-1700 Weather Seminar, NOAA Presenter. 

FRIDAY  

0800-1700 EXPO (Open all day). 
0830-1200 Seminar, ñSelling Public Coursesò by Tom 

Kemp. 

1000-1200 DB 2000 Seminar 

1200-1700 Adult CPR, AED Fast Team and American 

Heart Association. 

1300-1400 Fashion Show of Shipôs Store Clothing. 

1300-1500 Train the Trainer and On The Water Train-

ing. 

1500-1700 Open Education Meeting. 

1400-1700 Co-op Charting Workshop. 

1600-1700 Awards Ceremony & New Life Members. 

Water Training. 

1500-1700 Open Education Meeting. 

1400-1700 Co-op Charting Workshop. 

1600-1700 Awards Ceremony & New Life Members. 

1700-1745 Jewish Services. 

SATURDAY 

All Day-GB and Annual Meeting 

1100-1400 Social Reception and Social Luncheon. 

1200-1400 Memberôs Reception and Memberôs Lunch-

eon. 

1700 Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant Church Services, 

held separately. 

1830-1930 Open Reception. 

2000-2300 Change of Watch Ceremony and Dinner 

Dance. 

 

Commander from page 2 
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SQUADRON CHRISTMAS  PARTY  

2009 


