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LAUNCH  PARTY  

BOATING  CLASS 

JUNE 4TH , AND JUNE 5TH 

LOCK  20 

 Join us at Lock 20 in Marcy for our annual Launch Party starting at 1700 (5:00 PM), 

Friday the 4th of June. 

Bring a dish to pass. The Squadron will provide hot dogs, hamburgerss, and sausage patties as 

well as a grill.  We will also have  soft drinks on ice.  Our beer supply is rather limited, so 

BYOB if you want anything special.  The cost will be $5.00 per person.  

 You are encouraged to bring a friend or two who you think might like to see what our 

social functions are like. 

 The Boating class will be conducted at the lock starting at noon on Saturday the 5th of 

June.  We will have fire extinguisher demonstrations, flare shooting, boat vessel checks and 

many outdoor boating activities. 

 Please encourage all boaters to take this state certification course. It will run 4 hours on 

Saturday then the following Tuesday and Thursday at the Whitesboro High School. 

 Bring your out of date flares to the Launch Party on Friday and we will shoot them off 

on Saturday. 

 If you have never attended this outdoor class, please do come by. It is a lot of fun to 

watch and participate. 



Commander.....................   Bryan E Walrath, JN 

     337-6051   

   bwalrath@twcny.rr.com  

Executive Officer..................John J. Reittinger, JN 

    868-8585  

SEO...................................... David W. Schultz, AP 

    266-0511 

Administrative Officer......... Colleen A. Welch, AP 

    797-2009  

Secretary....................  ........Robert John Walker. JN 

                                                 737-9466 

Treasurer...................... ....... Thomas A. Sears, AP 

    337-6953 

Assistant SEO........................Gerald R. Fry, JN 

    824-0978 

Membership........................... Gerald R. Fry, JN 

    824-0978 

BILGEWATER  Editor ............Dean A. Woodard, P 

      336-1026 

woodardd@twcny.rr.com 

 

Web Master éééééé... Rick Gassner, JN   

                 gassnerr@roadrunner.com 

NOTE: Utica Sail & Power Squadron Web Page 

usps.org/localusps/utica 
e-mail the Commander at: 

gassnerr@roadrunner.com 

The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of  the 

Utica Sail &Power Squadron, District 6  or the United States Power 

Squadrons. Copyright ©  2000 Utica Sail & Power Squadron ® All rights 

reserved. The Squadron®, United States Power Squadrons®,USPS®, The 

Ensign®, the Trident and the Wheel and Ensign designs and America's Boat-

ing Club" are registered trademarks of United States Power Squadrons Inc.  

Jet Smart®, BoatSmart®,  The Squadron Boating Courses and Americaôs 

Boating Course are additional property of the USPS. 
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UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 
COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr Bryan E. Walrath, JN  

 Number one on the commanderôs list 

is to remind everyone to come to the Launch 

Party June 4th at Locke 20, 5pm. Next,  re-

mind everyone of our upcoming Boating 

class for June 5; send out posters, and spread 

the word.  

  Our course will  not only have excel-

lent materials and instructors, but, yes the 

Maynard Volunteer Fire Department will be 

there to demonstrate the use of fire extin-

guishers. We will also  include flare demon-

strations and have vessel safety checks. 

 My number one goal as commander 

this year is to see our squadron grow.  In my 

efforts to find ways to promote our squadron, 

I continually run into the same  issue.  When 

I say I am from the Power Squadron, the re-

sponse is,  ñwhatôs the Power Squad-

ronò?  And this is difficult to give a simple 

answer to.  We offer advanced boating 

classes and seminars. We share the love of 

water and boating stories.  The USPS is de-

veloping new programs in conjunction with 

the US Coastguard and continues to improve 

our courses.  We are part of a huge organiza-

tion. 

 If you have any ideas on how to help 

all boaters learn about the Power Squadron or 

know of  groups to address, send me a note or 

give a call.  We hope to be doing many Ves-

sel Safety Checks this summer.  If you have 

the time and want to help  let us know.  

 And for the BILGEWATER, if you have 

any good boating stories,  experiences or 

jokes,  please pass them on to Dean Woodard 

and the BILGEWATER.  Itôs great to be a great 

captain and better to be a great story 

teller.  Dean is always looking to pass on a 

good joke and a story too, so send one in. 

 
Bryan 
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SEO REPORT  
By Lt/C David Schulz, AP 

 We have survived the winter and it is time to apply the lesson learned from all the USPS 

courses we have taken. It is also time to think about what courses and seminars we need to take 

to enhance the safe operation of our boats. It is, therefore time for your education dept. to plan 

for offering the courses and seminars. This will entail lining up dates times and instructors. 

 Please ï let  P/C Gerry Fry, N or me know what you want. That would really help our 

planning. 

 The next issue of the Deep 6, our district news letter will soon be on the district website 

and/or in your mail box. It will contain lots of information about the up coming District Ren-

dezvous. Also, in this issue of the BILGEWATER you will find a copy of the registration form for 

the Rendezvous. What is a Rendezvous you ask? 

 Years ago every squadron held a Rendezvous. It was and basically is a week long or 

weekend long on the water vacation, picnic, demonstration of boating techniques, party and all 

around good time. Some squadrons still do. Utica has not held one in many years. So, for those 

that do not and those that still do, our District is again going to hold a Rendezvous after an ab-

sence of several years. No ï you do not need to bring you boat but are invited to do so. Read the 

article in the Deep 6. There are accommodations available for boats and non-boat attendees.  

 This yearôs Rendezvous will include several important on-the-water-training events 

which will help satisfy requirements for Inland Navigator Certification and Inland Navigator, 

Basic Powerboat Handling Certifier. 

 The Weather Course taught by PC Harry Winberg, SN has concluded and exam admin-

istered. We await the results. Navigation is still a work in progress, but will test shortly. We 

will hold our annual outdoor ABC course to the public at Lock 20 in Marcy (just off old route 

49) and Whitesboro Sr. High School, 5, 8 and 10 June. Please help out by attending on 5 June at 

Lock 20 and by advertising to as many folks that you know or do boating business with. 

 Now then, about getting new members. It has been said that to do the same thing over 

and over then expect different results is insanity. We have thought that to gain members we 

need to offer as many public boating classes as possible and recruit from those classes. The 

demographics of our public boating classes have changed. So we must, also, change our focus 

for recruiting. We can now offer all our courses to the public plus we can offer great seminars 

on many boating and boating related subjects. Great are the opportunities for recruitment. We 

have had a great discussion at one of our monthly executive board meetings on this every sub-

ject. If you have any other ideas please let our Commander or any Bridge Officer know. We are 

listening and will soon plan and implement a different approach to education and recruiting. 

Stay tuned and join in the fun. This is your squadron. Wonôt you help us move forward? 

 See you soon on the water, at Launch Party (at Lock 20) and at our Squadron and Dis-

trict 6 events. 

Dave and Gerry your SEO and ASEO 
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Utica Sail and Power Squadron  

Planned Activities List  

For 2010  

June 
2 June  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

4 June  Launch Party  1700 Lock 20 - Marcy 

5 June  Boating Course          1200 Lock 20 ï Marcy 
 

September 
1 September Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

October 
6 October Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

November 

3 November Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

December 
1 December Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

 

 

 

FIRE  EXTINGUISHERS: ñTO TAP OR NOT TO 

TAPéTHAT  IS THE 

QUESTION?ò 
 A recent article in For Safetyôs Sake referred to the practice of shaking a 

fire extinguisher to ñfeel the powder moving inside or to tap the bottom to free up 

any caked material." 

 In reviewing this practice with the Coast Guard's Lifesaving and Fire Safety 

Division they indicated that there "is no official guidance requiring or recom-

mending the shaking or inverting of an extinguisher to correct packed powder. It 

is not a practice recommended by NFPA or others. The issue of the powder pack-

ing was an issue on the first extinguishers. It has ceased to be an issue for users." 

 A good discussion of packing and caking of dry chemicals in fire extin-

guishers can be found in the technical bulletin issued by ANSUL available at: 

http://safetyseal.net/pdf_files/AnsulTechBul45.pdf. 

CAUGHT  ON THE  NET 
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JOIN  US AT  THE  RIVER  


