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SANTA INVITES YOU TO A CHRISTMAS PARTY!

Wednesday, November 28th
By Lt/C Colleen Welch, P

Santa and his elves have been busy planning a Christmas Party to welcome in the holi-
day season and they would really like to see you there! The place for the merrymaking
will be at the Utica Curling Club on Clark Mills Rd next to WIBX. It will be held on
Wednesday, November 2&nd the festivities will begin at 6:30 PM with drinks from the full cash bar

and hors doéoeuvres. (Anyone wishing to bring t
for the club has agreed to prepare three menu choices for your enjoyment to include a fish, chicken or
pasta entrée. (As of Bilgewater printing, the actual dishes have not been finalized.) Cost is $20 per per-
son.

Not only will you enjoy food and drink but you will also be entertained by the Barbershop Quar-
tet, AFirestormo. The group has agreed to perfo
carols. And during and after dinner you are invited to watch the sport of curling which can be viewed
from the dining area windows.

And as Santa is very busy, he is asking you to bring a wrapped@m80mableift to ex-
change. (ex. bottle of wine, box of candy, etc.)

So, to help Santa, you need to call Colleen Welch a2D®B and reserve your dinner! Infor-
mation about the menu selections will then be available. Orders need to the caterer by Nov&¥mber 22
Please come and help us celebrate the holidays so that this can become an annual
event for the squadron! Remember; Santa wil!/| b

SOMETHING NEW

Just for fun, we are having a little contest. Turn to page 3 of this issue and give fhe
page to a child of your choice. Grandchildren and great grandchildren of friends relativgds and
neighbor; it doesn't really matter. When the art work is finished, att@t§R name to the
back and submit it (mail if you must) at any squadron meeting. The winners will be annpunced
at our next social function and prizes awarded by age group. (Winner need not be presgnt.)

If you need more copies, and we hope you do, make all the copies you want or go to
www.usps.org/localuspa/utica and print what you need.
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COMMANDER 68
M ESSAGE

by Cdr George Peckingham, AP

Hi, Folks. The squadron is shifting into
winter mode after a very busy fall. Classes in
Cruise Planning and Advanced Piloting are
being held and Dean Woodard with Ellen and
Randy Webster successfully gave the Boating
Course with sixteen students receiving passing
grades.

The District 6 Fall Conference in Ge-
neva, New York was attended by the Schulzs,
the Frys, Jo Zogby and me. Several important
iIssues were discussed and/or voted on during
the membership meeting. The Spring and Fall
Council and Conferences are being combined
on one weekend. The Utica Sail and Power
Squadron will host the Spring Council
Conference at the Hotel Utica-1B April
2008.

The Education Department will hold
separate gatherings on the new course and

. Vi v iseminar Shaterial asevell as on the new Boater

Certification program. The Education Depart-

Ri anlent raegtings mayrbe held with regional

groupings of squadrons to reduce squadron
members travel costs with the hope of encour-
aging more participation by the squadron offi-
cers and instructors.

A dress code policy for the Confer-
ences was presented by our own Dave Schulz.
The wellcrafted statement basically clarifies
the policy of allowing either USPS uniforms or
suitable business wear.

The National Commander was repre-
sented at the Conference by R/C David
Daniels. He reported that membership contin-
ues to fall and emphasized the need for every
member to push for getting and retaining new
members. He also reported that the organiza-
tion has hired a national marketing manager to
promote the Power Squadron.

Your Squadron received the D/Lt/C
Joseph C. Greco, N Award. The award is for
the squadron with the most students attaining a
grade of AP during the year. Thanks are due to
Ellen Webster for a job welldone.
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UTICA SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

PLANNED ACTIVITIES LIST
For 2007- 2008

November 2007
7 November Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
9-11 November Fall Conference Ramada Geneva Lakefront Geneva,
NY
28 NovemberChristmas Party 1830 Utica Curling Club Clark Mills Rd
December 2007
5 December Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
January 2008
2 January  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
13 January 12". Night Party 1230 Ramada Inn, New Hartford
February 2008

6 February Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
8February Founder s 6 17BG YeroRaledioy Hall
13-17 February Syracuse Boat Show

March 2008
5 March Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
9 March Change of Watch 1200 To be announced
April 2008
2 April Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Col Rome
11-13April  Spring Council and Conference Hotel Utica
May 2008
7 May Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
23 May Launch Party 1730 Lock 20 Marcy, NY
June 2008
4 June Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Coi Rome
August 2008

CAUGHT ON

THE NET

A All boaters need teead about this problem legislation.
= —=="- www.usps.org/newpublic2/news.html  See "Boaters, We

Need Your Help"
Sent in by P/C Gerry Fry, JN



http://www.usps.org/newpublic2/news.html

From The SEO

by P/C Gerald R. Fry, JN

Three items come to mind as | sit to write this report. We are ¢
pleting some fall courses. We are getting set for some spring courses %2
| must tell you about the exciting new program initiated by the Seneca Sail
and Power Squadron for AOn the Water Instruct

The first two items should come as no surprise. Dean Woodard, P and Randy Webster,

AP have just completed a Squadron Boating Course with sixteen students. Commander George
is expecting to wrap up the Advanced Piloting course in December. In addition, District XO
Dave Schulz will finish the Cruise Planning course just before Christmas. For spring we are
planning a Piloting class and Marine Electronics class for members. We will again offer two
classes of the Squadron Boating Course to the public. Dates will appear in my next report.

| had the pleasure of hearing an excellent seminar last Saturday at the D/6 Fall Confer-
ence. It was presented by the SEO of the Seneca Sail and Power Squadron. That squadron has
increased itsdéd membership by 40% in the | ast
three member courses. They are Seamanship, Piloting and Sailing. Obviously these courses
have been very popular and effective in gaining new members.

By offering the courses during early and late summer they can hold about four weeks of
classroom instruction at two hours per week and then hold four sessions of experiential learning
on the water. Instructors are usually the boat owners who are reimbursed by the squadron for
their costs. This runs the student fee up between $70 and $100 depending on the course, number
of students, and type of boat used. Each boat owner volunteers the use of his boat and invites
the students aboard as guests. At this time there is no liability insurance coverage provided by
national USPS.

Besides insurance, other major hurdles were overcome. One problem was to find volun-
teers with boats who were willing to teach. Someone had to structure the course content to fit
the class location be it in a classroom or on a boat. Developing lesson plans and plans for taking
advantage of random learning events that occur on the water were a challenge. Normal and un-
usual boat traffic in the area and weather changes are two of the potential random learning op-
portunities. Planned lessons on the boats include man overboard drill, anchoring and docking/
undocking, among many others. -@me-water training requires more planning by the instructors
and more participation by the students.

Is onthe-water training the way that Utica Sail and Power Squadron should proceed?

Are you willing to volunteer your boat and your time on Oneida Lake or Lake Delta or the ca-

nal for this purpose? If we can put four or five students in each boat we may need two boats to
start. How big are the boats that can be volunteered within our squadron? Seneca is using three
30 to 40 foot sailboats for their classes and they claim to have a waiting list of students. Good
way to get a crew for a few Friday nights of sailing or power boating. Please let me know what
you think.

| want you to remember that no one ever won a war by dying for his
country. You won it by making the other poor
dumb bastard die for his country. (Gen. George S. Patton, Jr.)



CHECKING THE ~ EDUCATIONAL
BILGE BENEFACTORS FUND

by P/C Dean A. Woodard

This Fund was established in

memory of Lt./C Stephen E. Smith, S td
encourage donations for the purchase ¢
educational equipment and supplies to
support our twefold mission: boater
2. On the other hand, you have different fingers. safety education for the public as a civi
service, and Squadron member educatgpn.
Contributors may donate in me
ory of loved ones, or to acknowledge sife
cial occasions such as weddings, birth-
5. 6. He who laughs last thinks slowest. days, promotions, bar mitzvahs, -gel|

wishes, and special achievements.
7. Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. All donations are tax deductible

WISDOM OF LARRY THE CABLE GuUY

1. A day without sunshine is like night.

3. 42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the spdg.

4. 99 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad name.

8.. Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked intg
jet engines (Suggested Format)

9. Support bacteria. They're the only culture some ped In Memory of

ple have. John Doe

10. A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad By:  Mrs. John Doe

memory. .
Congratulations to

11. Change is inevitable, except from vending ma- By:

chines. Contributions should be sent to

Squadron Treasurer Thomas A. Sears, AP
12. If you think nobody cares, try missing a couple of

payments.

13. How many of you believe in psychokinesis? Raise
my hand.

14. OK, so what's the speed of dark?

15. When everything is coming your way, you're in the l'm

wrong lane. Proud

16. Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off To Promote

now.

17. How much deeper would the ocean be without @ @ E@g

sponges? ®

We Save

ooo Lives
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Open Year Round
Lunch and Dinner

canalviewcafe.com

COMPLETE MARINE SERVICES
DOCKAGE, INSIDE STORAGE
BROKERAGE, TRAVEL LIFT SERVICES

HOLMES MARINA, INC.
VERONA BEACH, N.Y.
Ed Holmes- Manager

JAMES W. HOLMES  HOME: 315-762-4232
PRESIDENT BUS: 3157620036
FAX: 315761-0540




