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SANTA INVITES YOU TO THE 

2ND  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 

PARTY!  
 

Thursday, December 11, 2008 

 

Santa and his elves have again been busy planning a Christmas Party to welcome in the holi-

day season and they would really like to see you there! The place for the merrymaking will be 

at the Utica Curling Club on Clark Mills Rd next to WIBX.  It will be held on Thursday, De-

cember 11th and the festivities will begin at 6:00 PM with drinks from the full cash bar and 

hors dôoeuvres. (Anyone wishing to bring their own special appetizer is welcomed!)  Dinner 

is scheduled for 7:00!  The caterer for the club has agreed to prepare three menu choices for 

your enjoyment to include Brazilian Salmon, Honey Lemon Chicken or Manicotti.  Cost is 

$20 per person. 

 

Not only will you enjoy food and drink but you will also be entertained by the Barbershop 

Quartet, ñFirestormò. The group has agreed to perform for us and to also lead us in the sing-

ing of Christmas carols.  And during and after dinner you are invited to watch the sport of 

curling which can be viewed from the dining area windows. 

 

And as Santa is very busy, he is asking you to bring a wrapped $5.00 consumable gift to ex-

change.  (ex. bottle of wine, box of candy, etc.)  There will also be a 50-50 raffle to be drawn 

after dinner. 

 

So, to help Santa, you need to call Colleen Welch at 797-2009 and reserve your dinner!  Or-

ders needed to the caterer by December 5th. Reservations must be cancelled 48 hours before 

the event.   Please come and help us celebrate the holidays.  Remember Santa will be looking 

for youé  Happy Holidays! 



Commander.....................   George Peckingham. AP 

     831-2170 

Executive Officer..................Colleen A. Welch, P 

    797-2009        

SEO...................................... Gerald R. Fry, JN 

    824-0978 

Administrative Officer......... Randal Webster, AP 

    336-3444  

Secretary....................  .........Bryan E. Walrath, P 

                                                 337-6051 

Treasurer...................... ....... Thomas A. Sears, AP 

    337-6953 

Assistant SEO........................Ellen Webster, SN 

    336-3444 

Membership........................... Fred S. Dyer, JN 

    336-5396 

BILGEWATER  Editor ............Dean A. Woodard, P 

      336-1026 

woodardd@twcny.rr.com 

 

Web Master éééééé... Rick Gassner, AP   

                                                  723-2582 

NOTE: Utica Sail & Power Squadron Web Page 

usps.org/localusps/utica 
e-mail the Commander at: 

duke_peck@msn.com 

The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of  the 

Utica Sail &Power Squadron, District 6  or the United States Power 

Squadrons. Copyright ©  2000 Utica Sail & Power Squadron ® All rights 

reserved. The Squadron®, United States Power Squadrons®,USPS®, The 

Ensign®, the Trident and the Wheel and Ensign designs and America's Boat-

ing Club" are registered trademarks of United States Power Squadrons Inc.  

Jet Smart®, BoatSmart®,  The Squadron Boating Courses and Americaôs 

Boating Course are additional property of the USPS. 

  

2 

 

UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 

COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr George Peckingham, AP  

Hi, Folks. Your Squadron is alive and 

well. The education season has begun on a 

positive note with four members taking and 

passing the Piloting exam. Congratulations to 

David Gregory, P, Ronald Squires, P, John 

Reitinger, and Robert Walker. For the nit-

pickers the explanation of the omission of the 

grade omission after John and Robôs names is 

that they took Piloting and Advanced Piloting 

before Seamanship. They are both enrolled in 

Gerryôs Seamanship class and assuming they 

pass will advance directly to a grade of AP. 

 Gerry and Vicki Fry and I attended 

the District 6 Fall Council-Conference in 

Syracuse last weekend. The Squadron was 

awarded certificates at the District and Na-

tional level for growth in membership during 

the year ending 31 May 2008. Unfortunately 

we have had a number of non-renewals since 

then and will need some new members to 

avoid rejoining the National trend of declin-

ing membership. 

 The National Education department 

continues to upgrade the advanced courses 

and the associated presentation materials. 

Gerry Fry and I are continuing to review the 

course materials and the seminar offerings. If 

you havenôt taken a course lately, may I sug-

gest taking one as a refresher, or if you donôt 

want to take a six to ten week course perhaps 

a two hour seminar would help. 

 The nominating committee will be 

meeting shortly to put together a slate of can-

didates for next yearôs Bridge. We have a 

number of openings at all levels. If you have 

a willingness to participate at any level please 

call Gerry Fry at 824-0978. We need your 

help and can train you. Many of the positions 

require a minimum of work, but offer the re-

wards of fellowship and a sense of accom-

plishment. 

 To Commander  page 3. 
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Commander from page 2 

 Our next Squadron meeting is on Wednesday 3 December at 7:30p.m. Please join us 

and participate in planning the future of your Squadron. Our next social event is a holiday party 

at the Utica Curling Club on 11 December, Come listen to the music and enjoy good food and 

companionship. 

 

THE HAUL -OUT PARTY   

REVISITED  
PHOTOS BY CDR PECKINGHAM  
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SEO Report  
By Lt/C Gerry Fry, JN  

 

 . 

 Recently we received news that four Piloting students had 

successfully completed the course. They are David Gregory, John 

Reittinger, Ronald Squires, and Robert Walker. Congratulations gen-

tlemen. We hope that the remainder of that class can complete the 

course in a future session. 

 

 Several students are also in the final steps of completing Seamanship and Advanced Pi-

loting. They should be done by mid December. Now that we have two digital projectors, it is 

working out very nicely for our classroom showing of the Power Point presentations. We find 

that drawing on the blackboard is still very useful for some concepts. However, the animated 

illustrations made possible by Power Point are very helpful for visualizing certain practices and 

procedures. The folks on our national committees that create these illustrations are certainly to 

be commended for their skill and creativity. 

 

 You will shortly receive a phone call from me to determine your interest in spring 09 

courses. We have tentatively planned to offer Piloting, Junior Navigation, and Engine Mainte-

nance this spring. Of course this will depend on how many members wish to participate in these 

courses and the number of members who volunteer to mentor the course. Commander George 

Peckingham has volunteered to teach the Junior Navigation course. George certainly has the 

right spirit of volunteer service that we need to keep this organization moving forward. He also 

realizes that membership is not only about taking advantage of member benefits, but also 

ñreturning the favorò for the benefit of new members. 

 

  As I said last month, we need more people who would like to help out fellow squadron 

members by teaching a course or being part of a teaching team. Many of the members who have 

volunteered in the past have developed health problems or are just getting older with the result-

ing loss of energy. In the last paragraph I listed Piloting and Engine Maintenance as possible 

courses for spring. We are seeking new people to teach these courses. You do not have to be an 

experienced teacher to volunteer to help your squadron in this educational program. All it takes 

is a willingness to study the course material before each class and lead a discussion of the major 

topics covered in the student manual. Teaching as part of a team can help you learn and develop 

confidence. The Instructors Manual for each course gives many helpful tips. Adding your own 

anecdotes regarding your experiences with the subject matter spices up the presentation and en-

courages the students to talk about their relevant and sometimes not so relevant experiences. 

Leading these courses can be a lot of fun especially when you get to know the students. 

 

 I look forward to talking with most of you in the near future. 
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EDUCATIONAL  BENEFACTORS FUND 
 This Fund was established in memory of Lt./C Stephen E. Smith, S to encourage do-

nations for the purchase of educational equipment and supplies to support our two-fold mis-

sion: boater safety education for the public as a public service, and Squadron member educa-

tion.   Contributors may donate in memory of loved ones, or to acknowledge special occa-

sions such as weddings, birthdays, promotions, bar mitzvahs, get-well wishes, and special 

achievements.   

All donations are tax deductible. 

(Suggested Format) 

In Memory of John Doe  by:  Mrs. John Doe 

 Congratulations to  by: __________ 
 Contributions should be sent to  
Squadron Treasurer Thomas A. Sears, AP 

Utica Sail and Power Squadron  

Planned Activities List  

For 2008    
October 

1 October Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

November 

5 November Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

7-9 November Fall Conference  Comfort Inn -Syracuse 

December 

3 December Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

11 December Christmas Party 1800 Utica Curling Club 

January      

7 January   Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome  

11 January 12th Night Party 1200 Ramada Inn- New Hartford 

February 

4 February Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

13 February Founders Day  1800 Verona VFW 

March  

4 March Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

22 March COW   1200 The Beeches- Rome 

April   
1 April  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

May 
6 May  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 

29 May Launch Party  1700 Lock 20 - Marcy 

30 May Boating Course 1200 Lock 20 ï Marcy 

June 
3 June  Squadron Meeting 1930 Sears Oil Co. ï Rome 



CHECKING  THE  

BILGE  
 by P/C Dean A. Woodard , P 
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 THE PARROT 
  

 A young man named John received a 

parrot as A gift. The parrot had  a 

bad attitude and an even worse vocabulary. 

Every word out of the 

bird's' mouth was rude, obnoxious and laced 

with profanity.  John 

tried and tried to change the bird's attitude by 

consistently saying only 

polite words, playing soft music and anything 

else he could think of to 

"clean up" the bird's vocabulary. 

 

  

Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the 

parrot. The  parrot 

yelled back. John shook the parrot and the 

parrot got angrier and 

even ruder. John, in desperation, threw up his 

hand, grabbed the bird and put him 

In the freezer. For a few minutes the parrot 

squawked and kicked and  

screamed.   Then suddenly there was total 

quiet.  Not A Peep, was heard 

for over a minute. 

  

Fearing that he'd hurt the parrot, John quickly 

opened the door to 

the Freezer.  The parrot calmly stepped out 

onto John's outstretched arms 

And said "I believe I may have offended you 

with my rude language and 

actions.  I'm sincerely remorseful for my in-

appropriate transgressions and I 

fully intend to do everything I can to correct 

my rude and unforgivable behavior." 

John was stunned at the change in the bird's 

attitude.  As he was about to 

ask the parrot what had made such a dramatic 

change in his 

behavior, when the bird continued, "May I 

ask what the turkey did?" 

 

  

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!   

 ƽ ƽ ƽ 

Sven and Olaf worked together in a 
Minnesota  
 factory....and both were laid off. 
So...dey went  
to the Unemployment Office together.  
  Asked his occupation, Olaf said, 
'Panty stitcher.  
 I sew da elastic onto da ladies cotton 
panties.'  
  The clerk looked up panty stitcher. 
Finding it  
classified as unskilled labor, she gave 
Olaf $300  
 a week in unemployment compensa-
tion.  
  Sven, when asked his occupation re-
plied,   'Diesel fitter.'  
  The clerk looked up diesel fitter...and 
it was  
 classified as a skilled job. So, the clerk 
gave  
Sven $600 a week in unemployment 
compensation.  
  When Olaf found this out, he was fu-
rious ! He  
 stormed back into the office to find 
out why  
 his friend and co - worker was collect-
ing double  
 his benefits.  
  The clerk explained, 'Panty stitchers 
are  
unskilled labor and diesel fitters are 
skilled labor.'  
  'Dat's skill?' yelled Olaf. 'I sew da 
elastic on da  
 panties. Olaf puts dem over his head 
and says,  
'Yah -------------  DIESEL FITTER.'   

ƽ ƽ ƽ 
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Like Having òBostonó In Your Back Yard 

www.pier -31.com  

 

 

   697 -7007  

Open Year Round  

Lunch and Dinner  

 

COMPLETE MARINE SERVICES  

DOCKAGE, INSIDE STORAGE 

BROKERAGE, TRAVEL LIFT SERVICES   

 

HOLMES MARINA , INC. 
VERONA BEACH, N.Y.  

Ed Holmes - Manager 

 

 

JAMES W. HOLMES      HOME: 315-762-4232 

         PRESIDENT BUS:     315-762-0036 

   FAX:     315-761-0540 

 

 

canalviewcafe.com 
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t 
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