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DATES TO REMEMBER  IN  ó07 

 
SQUADRON MEETING    3  OCTOBER  

D 6 COUNCIL   22 SEPTEMBER  
SEE PAGE 5 FOR CLASSES 

UTICA  SAIL  & POWER  

SQUADRON - OFFICERS 
COMMANDERôS  

MESSAGE 
by Cdr George Peckingham, AP  

  

  

  

Summer is ending and we will have 

had our annual Haul  Out Party by the time you 

read this. The Squadron had its first meeting of 

the fall on 5 September at Sears Oil Co. in 

Rome.  At the meeting the main topics in-

cluded planning for the social and educational 

calendars, membership renewals and duty as-

signments. The ñduty assignmentò segment 

caused considerable discussion on what needs 

to be done improve participation in the Squad-

ronôs activities and what items should be added 

or deleted. 

A questionnaire was passed out at the 

Haul Out Party soliciting feedback on this im-

portant topic.  If you were unable to attend the 

party we would still like your input. Please 

take the time to phone, email or write to me 

any thoughts you have on improving the 

Squadron. 

The District 6 Fall Council will be held 

on 22 September in Geneva at the Ramada Inn. 

The District 6 Fall Conference is also in Ge-

neva on 9-11 November. Anyone interested in 

attending should contact me for agenda details 

and carpool information. 

The USPS Educational Department is 

continuing to upgrade course material to reflect 

the technology changes that are affecting our 

boating activities. Seamanship and JN are 

newly revised and Navigation and Weather 

revisions are due early next year. The seminar 

program additions include Boat Handling un-

der Power, Sail Trim and Rig Tuning, and Pad-

dle Smart for canoes and kayaks. The pilot 

program for boater certification has been 

started with the training of certifiers under way 

but with an uncertain timetable of implementa-

tion. 
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STELLA  AWARDS 
 

The "Stella Awards" are named after 81-year-old Stella Liebeck who spilled hot coffee on herself and successfully 

sued McDonald's (in New Mexico). That case inspired the Stella Awards for the most frivolous and ridiculous, yet successful, 

lawsuits in the United States.  

 

Here are this year's winners:  

 

 7th Place  
Kathleen Robertson of Austin, Texas, was awarded  $80,000 by a jury of her peers after breaking her ankle when she tripped 

over a toddler who was running inside a furniture store. The owners of the store were understandably surprised at the verdict, 

considering that the misbehaving little toddler was Ms. Robertson's son.  

 

 6th Place  
Nineteen-year-old Carl Truman of Los Angeles won $74,000 and medical expenses when his neighbor ran over his hand 

with a Honda Accord.  Mr. Truman apparently didn't notice there was someone at the wheel of the car when he was trying to 

steal his neighbor's hubcaps.  

 

 5th Place  
Terrence Dickson of Bristol, Pennsylvania, was leaving a house he had just finished robbing by way of the garage. He was 

not able to get the garage door to go up since the automatic door opener was malfunctioning. He couldn't re-enter the house 

because the door connecting the house and garage locked when he pulled it shut. The family was on vacation, so Mr. Dick-

son found himself locked in the garage for eight days. He subsisted on a case of Pepsi he found, and a large bag of dry dog 

food.  

He sued the home owners' insurance company, claiming the situation caused him undue mental anguish. The jury agreed to 

the tune of $500,000.  

 

 4th Place  
Jerry Williams of Little Rock, Arkansas, was awarded $14,500 and medical expenses after being bitten on the buttocks by his 

next-door neighbors' beagle. The beagle was on a chain in its owners' fenced yard.  

The award was less than originally sought, because the jury felt that the dog might have been just a little provoked at the time 

by Mr. Williams who had climbed over the fence into the yard and was shooting it repeatedly with a pellet gun.  

 

 3rd Place  
A Philadelphia restaurant was ordered to pay Amber Carson of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, $113,500 after she slipped on a soft 

drink and broke her coccyx (tail bone). The beverage was on the floor because Ms. Carson had thrown it at her boyfriend 30 

seconds earlier during an argument.  

 

2nd Place  
Kara Walton of Claymont, Delaware, successfully sued the owner of a night club in a neighboring city when she fell from 

the bathroom window to the floor and knocked out her two front teeth.  

This occurred while Ms. Walton was trying to sneak through the window in the ladies' room to avoid paying the $3.50 cover 

charge. She was awarded $12,000 and dental expenses.  

 

 1st Place (drum roll, please)  
This year's runaway winner was M rs. Merv Grazinski of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Mrs. Grazinski purchased a brand-new, 

32-foot-long Winnebago motor home. On her first trip home from an OU football game -- having driven onto the freeway -- 

she set the cruise control at 70 mph and calmly left the driver's seat to go into the back to make herself a sandwich.  

 Not surprisingly, the RV left the freeway, crashed and overturned. Mrs.Grazinski sued Winnebago for not advising 

her in the owner's manual that she couldn't actually do that. The jury awarded her $1,750,000 plus a new motor home. The 

company actually changed its manuals on the basis of this law suit, just in case there were any other complete morons 

around. 
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THE BURIED  TREASURE IN  A HIN  

 
Every time we do a VSC, we come face to face with the HIN of the vessel. For a VSC, 

we need to enter it on the second line of the ñVessel Informationò section. Without it, we really 

canôt proceed to a successful conclusion. For this edition, I thought I would discuss HINs and 

the wealth of information stored in each one. First and foremost, it is NOT HIN numbers; HIN 

stands for Hull Identification Number. 

Having gotten the protocol out of the way, HINs are required by the Coast Guard and 

shall be in a definite format. They will be at least 12 characters long without slashes, hyphens, 

or spaces. However, on a voluntary optional basis, they may be up to17 characters long. 

The first three characters are the Manufacturersô Identity Code, a discreet code assigned 

to each manufacturer. e.g., Sea Ray would be, ñSER.ò Characters four through eight are the 

manufacturersô serial number. They may be either letters or numbers, but may not be the letters 

I,O, and Q.  

Characters nine and ten give the month and date of manufacture.. Character nine is 

coded simply as ñAò being January, the remaining months follow through ñLò for December. 

Character ten is the year of manufacture, using the last digit of the year. Characters 11 and 12 

are the model year of the boat. Many times the model is introduced in the preceding year, but 

not always, so both years have to be accounted for, but this method saves using two digits for 

the year of manufacture.  

The last five characters are not currently in use by manufacturers but they have been re-

served to provide additional information. 

Characters 13 through 17 must be separated from the first 12 digits by a space of at least 

2ò or the digits are enclosed in a box or a dash or a separate label. Character 13 is the overall 

length as given in a coding system giving the length as a whole foot only. Character 14 is the 

hull material as given in a table in the American Yacht and Boating Council guide. Character 15 

is the propulsion the vessel uses. Character 16 is the boat type from a table in the guide. Charac-

ter 17 is the check digit that uses a format in the guide as a quick and easy method to see if the 

information in the HIN agrees with the hull itself. If these last characters interest you, contact 

the American Boat and Yacht Council and ask them for pamphlet/guide T-10. 

We want to thank Katie Swanson of the National Marine Manufacturers Association and 

Stuart Sofer  N-MS for their help in the preparation of this article. 

Kelly Johnson DC - Vd 

 

 

 
 

A senior couple in their 80s was about to get married.  She said,  

"I want to keep my house." 

He said, "That's fine with me." 

She said, "And I want to keep my Cadillac." 

He said, "That's fine with me." 

She said, "And I want to have sex six times a week." 

He said, "That's fine with me.  Put me down for Fridays." 
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From The SEO 
by P/C Gerald  R. Fry, JN 

 

 

 Welcome to fall weather again as our planet moves around the sun. 

Have you noticed how far the sun has moved south since June? Take note 

at sunset or sunrise. Make your life more interesting. Take a Power Squadron course or two. 

 

 Courses for this fall will start the second week in October. If I have not phoned you 

about a course and you see something that interests you here, please phone me at (315) 824-

0978. I should have a couple of extra textbooks. Advanced Piloting will start 9 October with 

Commander George Peckingham, AP at the helm. It will run about 12 weeks at Whitesboro 

High School from 7:00 to 9:00 PM each Tuesday night. 

 

 District Executive Officer Dave Schulz, AP will lead the Cruise Planning course on 

Thursday nights from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at Whitesboro High School. We havenôt offered Cruise 

Planning in several years so donôt miss this chance to learn how to really get ready for your 

cruise no matter how long it will be. 

 

Past Commander Dean Woodard, P will conduct our public boating safety course start-

ing 11 October. This course will be held at Whitesboro High School from 6:30 to 8:30 PM on 

four Thursday evenings. No longer called Boat Smart, this is now called the Squadron Boating 

Course. It meets New York State requirements for operation of a personal watercraft and is a 

strong foundation for membership in the United States Power Squadrons. An optional feature of 

this course is the addition of four hours of piloting instruction after the eight hours of boating 

safety instruction. Please tell your friends and relatives who may need or desire a course of this 

nature. 

 

While you are learning to use your new Global Positioning System (GPS) why not take 

the GPS seminar that we have scheduled for 12 October at the Gander Mountain store in Utica? 

This is a two hour seminar and will run from 7:00 to 9:00 PM on that Friday evening. We of-

fered this seminar last spring with a nice turnout of both members and interested non-members. 

One man was learning to use the GPS so he could locate old graveyards. Another was planning 

to map the snowmobile trail system on the Tug Hill. While we did not show them how to oper-

ate their particular GPS unit, we gave them a good foundation in the operation and application 

of most all units. With your studies of the operating manual for your unit, this course will put 

many GPS features in focus for you. Join us and tell your friends. At this time of year we hope 

to help some hunters, snowmobile riders, all-terrain vehicle operators and many others. 

That is all I have for now but remember to phone me or e-mail at gerryfry1@verizon.net for any 

questions about our educational program. I hope you are enjoying the cooler weather and still 

keeping your rudder in the water. 

 

Man will occasionally stumble over the truth, but most times he will 

pick himself up and carry on. (Winston Churchill). 
 

mailto:gerryfry1@verizon.net


CHECKING  THE  

BILGE  
 by P/C Dean A. Woodard  
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I planted bird seed. A bird came up. Now I 

don't know what to feed it. 

 ¤ ¤ ¤ 

 

WHAT  WD 40 CAN DO FOR YOU 

 
*Protects silver from tarnishing 

*Cleans and lubricates guitar strings  

*Gets oil spots off concrete driveways  

*Keeps flies off cows 

*Restores and cleans chalkboards  

*Removes lipstick stains  

*Loosens stubborn zippers 

*Untangles jewelry chains  

*Removes stains from stainless steel                                                                              

sinks  

*Removes dirt and grime from the bar-

becue grill 

*Removes tomato stains from clothing  

*Keeps glass shower doors free of wa-

ter spots  

*Camouflages scratches in ceramic and 

marble floors  

*Keeps scissors working smoothly  

*Lubricates noisy door hinges on vehi-

cles and doors in homes  

*Lubricates gear shift and mower deck 

lever for ease of handling on riding 

mowers  

*Rids rocking chairs and swings of 

squeaky noises  

*Lubricates tracks in sticking home 

windows and makes them easier to 

open  
                  ¤ ¤ ¤ 

When everything is coming your way, 

 you're in the wrong lane. 

 Cdr Peckingham distributed the fol-

lowing questions at the Haul Out Party on 

14 September at the  Sea Schell Inn.  If you 

missed the party you may want to look over 

the survey and send your answers on to 

George. 

Involvement Questioner 
What ideas do you have for improving the 

squadron events calendar? 

 

How can the monthly meeting attendance 

be increased? 

 

What squadron activity or function would 

you like to help with? 

 

What is the best method of communication? 

(Please list your email address) 

 

Name of submitter: 

 More questions?  We have a few.  

What should your squadron do? This is a 

very open ended question and has a lot to do 

with what we are and the opportunities we 

have.  As an organization we can organize 

such things as bus trips to boat shows or 

train boat rides to Old Forge. How about 

dinners or other events where we can get 

discounted prices or take advantage of our 

tax exempt status.  

 How about some speakers dealing 

with boating issues, or most anything else, 

that you may be interested in?  What about 

some things just for the kids or grandkids? 

 Where would you like to have an 

event? Any suggestions for the Change of 

Watch or Founderôs Day? 

 Just some ideas. Send your thoughts 

to Cdr George.  

 ¤ ¤ ¤ 
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Like Having òBostonó In Your Back Yard 

www.pier -31.com  

 

 

   697 -7007  

Open Year Round  

Lunch and Dinner  

 

COMPLETE MARINE SERVICES  

DOCKAGE, INSIDE STORAGE  

BROKERAGE, TRAVEL LIFT SERVICES   

 

HOLMES  MARINA , INC. 
VERONA BEACH, N.Y.  

Ed Holmes - Manager 

 

 

JAMES W. HOLMES      HOME: 315-762-4232 

         PRESIDENT BUS:     315-762-0036 

   FAX:     315-761-0540 

 

 

canalviewcafe.com 


